SUSTAINABLE URBAN
DEVELOPMENT AND
MANAGEMENT IN AFRICAN
CITIES: IN SEARCH OF
BIRNIN ZANA

Cities across the globe are facing rapid
urbanisation and are expected to be at the frontline
of addressing issues of global sustainability.

More specifically, African cities in the main

are characterised by multiple forms of poverty,
growing inequality, environmental degradation,
slums and informal settlements, social and
economic exclusion, and spatial segregation.

In this regard, sustainable development and
management may be seen to be the defining
challenge of the 21st Century. The Habitat III -
New Urban Agenda makes significant strides in
providing policies and strategies for sustainable
urban development and management but fails to
articulate their actual implementation. More often
than not these policies also fail to articulate how
the sustainable developments are to be managed
and more importantly, do not require built
environment professionals to be cognizant of the
management of property and urban precincts in
the development phases of projects. In addition,
the 4IR is sometimes punted as the panacea to
Africa’s problems. More specifically, the integration
of technology (smart city concept) is touted as
having the potential to turbo-charge the sustainable
development and management of cities across the
continent. Is this a possible reality for African cities
or is it a pipe dream?

The objective of this talk is to unpack the
challenges faced in African cities and to discuss
ongoing research in the pursuit of sustainable
urban development and management.
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